Argentite (Ag;!S) is the most common ore of silver, When
isolated it is a grayish-.....black substance, seetile and readily fusi-
ble. It occurs in silieious and other rocks, and is often associated
with pyrites, galena and other sulphides,

Horn Silver (AgCI) occurs in Mexico and South America,
and is often a very vah.ia.hle ore. The bromide and iodide are
also met with.

Tetrahedrite was mentioned under the ores of copper. It Is
often worked for the silver value rather than for the copper.

Mexico is the leading silver producing country. Silver is
mined extensively in the Western states, Colorado leading in
output,

PROPERTIES

Silver, when pure, is the whitest of the metals, and it takes
a \ery high polish, It is tenacious, highly ductile and mal-
leable, being exceeded only by gold in the latter property* He-
ing too soft when pure for most purposes, silver is commonly al"
loyed with copper, The melting point of silver is <)5<>M0,; it
alloys with most metals, and readily amalgamates with mercury,
While in the molten state silver is capable of dissolving more
than jo times its own volume of oxygen, In conductivity it
excels all other metals.

Chemical Properties Belatiitg; to Metallurgy* Silver is not
oxidised by air even at high temperatures, but the oxide (Ag,,O')
may be formed by heating it with the higher oxides of lead,
copper, manganese and other metals, It is precipitated from
solutions of Htlver sails by the caustic alkalies, At 300" (\ silver
oxide decomposes, Silver is slowly dissolved by the alkaline
cyanides, It is readily soluble in nitric acid and less
readily in .sulphuric acid, It is not appreciably attacked by
hydrochloric acid, but silver chloride is formed by the double
decomposition of a silver salt with the chloride of another metal
or by the direct action of chlorine gas on metallic stiver, Sil-
ver chloride is soluble in brinet in solutions of sodium or potas-
sium thiosulplmte and cyanide and in rather concentrated hy-
drochloric acid. Silver is reduced from the chloride by nascent